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“sunshine” activities across the nation.

Your League will participate by accepting a
proclamation in recognition of Sunshine Week from
the Arcata City Council at its March 4 meeting. The
proclamation is an affirmation of our right to
governmental information and decisions, and
recognizes the League of Women Voters’ position on
representative government which supports an open
government and an informed citizenry.

Housing and Mental Health

We are pleased to announce a forum on supportive housing options
in our community and the connection between mental illness and
homelessness. A panel representing a diverse group of stakeholders
will present on the issue and answer questions from the audience.
Although we are still finalizing the panel of experts, you can be

sure that the forum will present a balanced discussion.
Plan to attend our next general meeting on March 19.

There will be a panel discussing mental health issues,
affordable housing, and the connection between the
two. This event is a result of the action recommended
at our last annual meeting. Thanks, Helen Andrews
and Beth Matsumoto, for organizing this
community forum.

Let’s continue the vitality our League has
demonstrated over the years. These are trying times
for our community and our country. The League of
Women Voters must continue fulfilling its mission
and actively finding solutions to the problems facing
our nation.

The public forum will take place at 6:30 P.M on Thursday, March
19, at the First Congregational United Church of Christ, 900
Hodgson Street, Eureka. Prior to the forum, League members are
welcome to join us for a salad bar at 5:30 P.M. Members who wish
to bring a dessert are welcome to do so.

If you have questions or want more information, the League can be
reached at 444-9252 or by email: vote@lwvhc.org.

“Bethh Matsumwoto,
Pubtic’utg Dlrector

Our Mission Statement...

incerel . . o
Sincerely, The League of Women Voters, a nonpartisan political organization,

encourages informed and active participation in government, works

SMaroLaw Hutton,
Prestdent

to increase understanding of major public policy issues, and
influences public policy through education and advocacy.

MAKE DEMOCRACY WORK!
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Membership News

Community Leaders Honored

This year’s Civic Contribution Award recipients are Carol
Jacobson and the Eureka Symphony, and the Arcata
Community Recycling Center.

Carol Jacobson is the Music Director of the Eureka
Symphony, a position she has held since 2003. An
accomplished cellist, Carol holds a bachelor's degree from
Humboldt State University, and has studied at the Salzburg
Mozarteum, the Royal Dutch Conservatory and the Royal
Conservatory—The Hague. She has performed with the
Dutch National Ballet Orchestra, the Netherlands Radio
Symphony, and the North Coast Chamber Players. In
addition to conducting the Eureka Symphony, Carol
teaches and conducts for the Northern Humboldt School
District. She also performs in the Helmholtz trio with
violinist Terrie Baune and pianist Deborah Clasquin.

The Eureka Symphony [g
brings classical music to
the residents and players
in our area, and entertains
and educates new and
seasoned classical music
supporters.

The symphony’s story
began fifteen years ago
when an enthusiastic
group of local musicians

was organized by Patricia

Person to play Johannes Carol Jacobson
Brahms’ Requiem under Eureka Symphony
the baton of Kenneth
Hannaford. These performances led to the creation of the

Eureka Symphony through the energy and dedication of
Ken and Pat.

Following Hannaford’s untimely death, the symphony
continued under the leadership of Valgene Phillips (1996-
1998), Kenneth Ayoob (1998-2002), and has grown in
size and stature under current conductor Carol Jacobson
(2003-present).

Last winter, the symphony held its first concert in the
Arkley Center for the Performing Arts where the
symphony, the audience and the music were transformed.
The Eureka Symphony is now a community partner with
the Arkley Center for the Performing Arts and receives
support and assistance from the center in presenting its
concert series. Carol Jacobson will accept the award on
behalf of herself and the Eureka Symphony.

The Arcata
Community
Recycling
Center’s mission

is to promote and

(%?mﬂl'll.l_ﬂit:}' demonstrate
EQFE 1“3 innovative  waste
Center reduction,  reuse

and recycling
strategies, as socially and economically beneficial methods
to conserve the Earth’s finite resources.

The nonprofit Arcata Community Recycling Center
(ACRC) was begun shortly after Earth Day 1970 by a
group of VISTA volunteers and conscientious objectors to
the Vietnam war. In 2002, the ACRC began operation of
the Eureka Community Recycling Center at the Humboldt
Waste Management Authority Transfer Station, and in
2007 opened a new 36,000 square foot dual-stream
processing facility in Samoa.

The center’s facilities offer a variety of services to help
people reduce, reuse and recycle, including drop-off
recycling, business recycling, a thrift store, a used building
materials store and educational outreach. Together, the
facilities process over 10,000 tons of material per year, a
number which is growing rapidly! Now in its 38th year of
operation, the ACRC is America's oldest continuously
operating community recycling center. Mark
Loughmiller, Executive Director, will accept the award on
behalf of the ACRC.

The State of the Community Luncheon will be held on
Friday, April 3, 2009 at the Adorni Center. Master of
Ceremonies for the event will be Dr. Sharolyn Hutton,
LWVHC President. Jimmy Smith, Chair, Humboldt
County Board of Supervisors, will address the State of the
Community. The keynote speaker will be counselor and
writer Tracey Barnes Priestly, M.A.

“Beth Matsumoto,
Pubticitg Dlrector

WoOW W
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Program Planning Results Our New Digs

On Wednesday, January 21, we held our local Program
Planning meeting. With approximately 20 members in
attendance, we discussed our current positions and our
hopes for the 2009-2010 year. The issues raised and items
discussed will be presented to the Board at the March
board meeting for review and then will be sent on to the
general membership at the Annual Meeting for approval.
Now, drum roll, please... Our Program Planning results:

Current positions to be taken under review:

1. Review and update the "Eureka Redevelopment
Agency" position with regard to what has already
been accomplished.

2. Review and wupdate the "Local
Government Financing in
Humboldt County" position with
regard to the wording about
taxes.

3. Have the Board establish a long-
term plan to review all the local
positions taking into
consideration their age.

4. Review the summary
wording for the "Foster
Care" position.

Action to be taken in the
upcoming year:

1. Take action on the General
Plan Update (express support of a
specific plan and timely adoption).

2. Support affordable, quality child care, such as the
‘First 5° program, through our “Child Care”
position.

3. Support physical education in public schools by
writing letters to the board of education and to
local schools.

4. Send a note of commendation to the Arcata
Community Recycling Center commending them
for their Hazardous Waste Program

Remember, these are suggestions at this stage and will be
looked at more closely by the Board before being
presented to the membership for approval at the annual
meeting in May. Thank you to everyone who participated
in this year’s program planning, and thank you to Access
Humboldt for allowing us to use their studio space
without charge.

-Savah rRetd,
Vice Presioent

To borrow a phrase from The Jeffersons TV show: “We’re
movin’ on up.” Readers of this newsletter will know that
the League has been looking for just the right space for
some time now. At the beginning of February, our League
leased new office space in the Area 1 Agency on Aging
building at 434 7th Street.

Our former location has served us well as a storage
location, but it was too small for meetings. After trying a
number of off-site and increasingly expensive meeting
locations, we have been holding our Board meetings at the
home of our president, Sharolyn Hutton. This has been a
very kind and generous gesture on her part, which is all the
more reason for the League not to outstay its welcome.

We now have an office with windows facing 7th and F
Streets, and a lease which includes the use of conference
rooms in an elegant, new, well-lighted, and safe location,
with parking in the back, and with all of our files and
information close at hand.

Our move to our second floor office has been delayed
because the elevator is awaiting safety certification, but we
hope that by the time you read this, we will be comfortably
ensconced in our new digs. Our ultimate goal is to have a
League office that is open to the public for information and
direction, and this is the first step!

-) udg BLANELE,
Treasurer

A Citizen's Guide

The most recent edition of the LWHVC publication: 4
Citizen’s Guide to County Government (CGCG) is
currently being prepared for print publication, to be
presented to attendees of the 2009 State of the Community
Luncheon. Thank you to everyone who answered our
many and varied requests for updated information!

The CGCG on the Web has also been updated and
provides the same detailed information about elected and
appointed offices in Humboldt County, intergovernmental
bodies, and other public agencies. In addition, the online
version has Web links for these entities, where available,
and downloadable files for printing your own °Citizen’s
Guide’. Find it all at the League Web site:
www.lwvhc.org—click on ‘Citizen’s Guide’ in the menu
at the top of the page.

Most important, both versions of the CGCG have detailed
information about how citizens can make their voices
heard at all levels of county government.

-Amanda Windsor,
VOTER Editor
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Board Briefs...

From the January Board Meeting:

*

*

*

The possibility of having a belated holiday party
for the membership was discussed, and Board
members agreed to delay it and revisit the idea in
the summer.

Melanie Johnson will represent the LWVHC by
participating in the Immigration forum held by
AAUW.

Judy Bennett suggested that we send a welcome
letter to the newly seated members of the Board of
Supervisors.

As suggested by Beth Matsumoto, the March
19 General Membership meeting will focus on
Supportive Housing.

President Hutton and Kay Escarda will draft a
letter to be sent to the board of supervisors
informing them of our position on affordable
housing and encouraging them to finalize the
county’s general plan update.

From the February Board Meeting:

Willa Mauro will coordinate tabling for the HSU
Volunteer/Agency Fair, February 20.

President Hutton will receive this year’s Sunshine
Week proclamation from the Arcata City Council.

The Executive Committee approved a two-year
lease for new office space to be effective March 1.

Approved: a motion to transfer all funds from the
Membership Development account to the
Education Fund held at the Humboldt Area
Foundation. The Finance Committee was asked to
review and revise the disbursement policies.

Amanda Windsor reported that 4 Citizen’s Guide
to County Government will be updated and ready to
be copied by February 6.

Byrd Lochtie will organize an envelope stuffing
party on March 3 for the Bear River ballot mailing,
to be held at her house. Volunteers are needed!

—Loreg Keele,
Secvetn ry

WOW W

News from the LWVUS
The League Hails New Era of Transparency

Obama Signs Presidential Memos for Government
Transparency, Openness

Washington D.C. — “The League of Women Voters today
[February 4, 2009] congratulated Senator Barbara Boxer (D
CA) on her “Principles for Global Warming Legislation”
released on Tuesday. Senator Boxer serves as chair of the
Environment and Public Works Committee, with primary
jurisdiction in the Senate over climate change policy.

"Senator Boxer has crafted a realistic and prudent plan to
deal with global climate change and the emerging public
health and environmental disaster it represents,” said Mary
G. Wilson, president of the LWVUS. “Senator Boxer clearly
recognizes the critical nature of this issue. We congratulate
her on her proposal and look to her leadership in moving
vital legislation quickly through Congress," said Wilson.

“It is especially important that the Boxer principles do not
contain the loopholes that plagued earlier proposals in the
House and Senate and from outside interests,” Wilson noted.

D.C. Voting Rights Bill Moves Forward

Washington, D.C. — The League of Women Voters today
[February 11, 2009] applauded the Senate's Committee on
Homeland Security and Government Affairs for passing S.
160, the District of Columbia House Voting Rights Act of
2009, on a strong bipartisan vote.

"Momentum is building," said Mary G. Wilson. "We call on
the full Senate to take this legislation up quickly and vote in
favor of rights for all taxpaying citizens.

News from the LWVC

Proposition 11—Implementation Begins

We won. Now it’s time to roll up our sleeves and get to
work. The League needs you! The State Auditor’s Office
will be holding public meetings across the state to solicit
input on how to make the recruitment and selection process
for the citizens’ redistricting commission as open and broad
as possible. Leagues in San Diego, Fresno, Los Angeles, and
San Francisco should plan to attend. Read the complete
schedule online at: http://www.bsa.ca.gov/bsa/prop11.php.
The important work of monitoring the process starts right
now. Who better than our members to act as watchdogs?

The League is forming a Redistricting Committee comprised
of League volunteers who will work with our Prop. 11
partners to facilitate the best possible implementation of
redistricting reform for California. We are looking at a
variety of opportunities over the next three years, and we
need a wide array of talent and enthusiasm. See our Web
site for details.
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Become a League Leader The League of Women Voters

The Nominating Committee is now accepting nominations of Of Humboldt COMI’lly
those who would be good prospects for Board service. If you 434 7Tth Street, Eureka CA 95501
are interested in serving on the Board, or in an off-board Mailing Address:
position, please let us hear from you. Call me at 442-7495. P.O. Box 3219
See the column to the right on this page for a current list of Eureka, CA 95502
League positions. (707) 444-9252 www.lwvhc.org vote@lwvhc.org
Active participation makes the League so vital in communities Who’s Who in Your League 2008-2009
all over this nation. Citizen participation is sorely needed in Your L Board
these stressful times. There are many ways for you to ) our League Boar
participate and contribute depending on your time and talents. Pl.'e51dent. ................................... Sharolyn Huttqn
Let us know what you are interested in, and we will match you Vice Pres.ldent .................................... Sarah Re{d
up with the perfect opportunity. Past President................c.cccvvennnnn. Byrd Lochtie
Secretary.......ccceevveevveenieeieeieeene Lorey Keele
Your participation is not only welcome, but needed. Help us Treasurer..........c.cccooeeveeveeenennennn. Judy Bennett
put together a dynamic board so that, together, we can ‘Make Director..........cccccovvvvvvviiiiiniiinini. Helen Andrews
Democracy Work!” Call me today at 442-7495, or email the Director..........cocceevveeniienieennnn. Carol Masterson
League at: vote@lwvhc.org. Director.........ccccceevieeniienieennnn. Beth Matsumoto
Director.........ccocevencnininceiene, Willa Mauro
-Kay esca raa, Director..............ccccoovevuevevnnnnn. Nancy Quintrell
NOV\ALVLWCLVL@ Comumittee Chaly Director...........cocovenienienen. Amanda Windsor
N AT oD Candidate Forums .................. Carol Masterson
Catch the Wave to the Future Citizen Education........................... Willa Mauro
e Financial Development Director......Nancy Kay
: ; Government...................c.c........ Helen Andrews

Historian................c....oceeeeeeinn. Carole Ziskin

Membership .......... Sarah Reid, Nancy Quintrell

Natural Resources..................ccooiviiiinnnnn.

Nominating Committee Chair ...... Kay Escarda

Poll Workers Coordinator ............ Carolyn Otis

Leagie of Wonmen Voters of o ® Program Director.............................. Sarah Reid

TR : Publications ................cccoevevevenennnn. Lorey Keele

Publicity Director..................... Beth Matsumoto

Access Humboldt Rep................ Helen Andrews

KYOM HaVen’l‘Ah’eady —— e =y Social Policy.............. P .........................................
: Join the League! Membership in the League is open to all U.S. citizens of ! State 0.f the Con}munity Luncheon (SOCL) .

j voting age, both women and men. Others may join as associate members. Committee Chairs.................... Maggie F lemmg

I Yes! Iwant to join the League of Women Voters of Humboldt Countyand 1 | oz s S Byrd Lochtie

become a voice for citizens and a force for change. 1am enclosing for my annual SOCL Comm_lttet? Liaison...... Beth Matsgmoto

membership: VOTER Publication............... Amanda Windsor

VOTER Circulation....................... Carolyn Otis

[ $50 Individual membership [[] L cannot join at this time, but please Voter Service Director............. Carol Masterson

[ $75 Houschold membership accept my donation of Webmaster ...........cccccoevvvvvvvivieiiiiinnnnn. Jesse Reid

D $50 Associate membership D Please send me more information

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

] Additional donation of [] 1 would like to be contacted by :
— the nominating committee "
1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

F]

Some of the spaces are blank!
Yes they are! Maybe your name would look great
there. If you are an experienced leader or would like
to gain experience in leadership, the League has a
place for you!

Address
City/State/Zip
Phone e-mail

Please make checks payable to LWVHC P.O. Box 3219, Eureka, CA 95502
Membership dues and donations to the LWVHC are not tax-deductible. Donations to the LWVHC-
Education Fund, through the Humboldt Area Foundation, are tax-deductible. For more information call
444-9252.

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1 Name
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
k
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I (@endar

March 2 Board Meeting, 6-8 P.M,,
1 2 3 4 5 &6 7 434 7Tth Street, Eureka
g 9 10 11 12 13 14 March 19 Community Forum, 6:30 P.M.
15 16 17 18 19 20 21 Housing and Mental Health
292 23 24 25 926 27 28 First Congregational United Church of Christ
29 30 3] 900 Hodgson Street, Eureka

_ April 3 ﬁk State of the Community Luncheon
Adorni Center, Eureka, 12-1:30 p.M. X}

1011 Waterfront Drive, Eureka

1 2 4 . .
April 6 Board Meeting, 6-8 P.M.,
5p6e 7 8 9 10 N 434 7th Street, Eureka
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
2% 27 28 29 30 For changes to the calendar and lots of other information
check out our League Web site at:
www.lwvhc.org

The League of Women Voters of Humboldt County Diversity Policy 2008-2009

The League of Women Voters of Humboldt County, in both its values and practices, affirms its belief and commitment to diversity and
pluralism, which means there shall be no barriers to membership or participation in LWVHC on the basis of gender, race, creed, age, sexual
orientation, national origin, disability, economic status, or political affiliation. The LWVHC recognizes that diverse perspectives are
important and necessary for responsible and representative decision-making. The LWVHC affirms its commitment to reflect the diversity
of the community in its membership, board and programs.

"VOTER

March 2009
The League of Women Voters of Humboldt County

P.O. Box 3219
Eureka, CA 95502

Editor: Amanda Windsor



